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The Sneaky Birds 

“The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening,  

and he drank from the brook.” -1 Kings 17:6 
 

 There is an interesting family of birds called the corvids. This family includes the crows, rooks, jackdaws, 

jays, magpies, and nutcrackers. God made these birds to be remarkably intelligent and he provided them with strong 

bills and feet. Young corvids love to play funny games like “king of the hill.” These birds can be found almost 

anywhere in the world. One unique thing that the corvid family shares is that they have been known to pick up and 

carry around small, shiny objects in their bills. There are many accounts of them picking up bottle caps, screws, 

fishing bobbers and paper clips. Some have even been seen carrying golf balls in their beaks. 

 There is one corvid that the Bible tells us about. It’s the raven. Ravens and crows are nearly identical; 

however, crows tend to be smaller in size than the ravens. The Bible mentions ravens in the book of 1 Kings. Here we 

learn about the prophet Elijah who lived at the time of wicked King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. God had instructed 

Elijah to go to the king and warn him of a terrible famine that was about to come to the land. God said there would be 

no rain or even dew for the next several years. As he left the king’s palace God told Elijah to travel to a faraway place 

called the Kerith Ravine. There Elijah would find a stream of water from which to drink during the famine. But what 

about food? Elijah also needed to eat. 

 God had a very special miracle planned. He instructed some ravens to bring Elijah bread and meat every 

morning and bread and meat every evening. Can you imagine watching these birds sitting down beside Elijah and 

dropping his breakfast from their beaks day after day? No doubt they became very special pets for Elijah. What an 

interesting display of God’s love. We don’t know where the ravens found the food, but we do know that they never 

missed bringing Elijah his daily meals. Truly this was a fantastic miracle! 

 God certainly can think of interesting ways to show us his amazing greatness. Because God made the ravens it 

was natural that he could have them carry out his special plans. 

 God loves you and me just as much as he loved Elijah. And he promises to take care of our needs each day. 

Psalm 145:15,16 says, “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
 
You open your 

hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.” God may not send birds to bring us our food, but he has given us 

parents and others who love us to carry out that responsibility. God’s wonders are all around us, even in providing the 

things we need. What a marvelous God we have. Have you thanked God today for all his wonderful blessings?  

 

In Christ,  

Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

 

  

   September 2, 2021 

The  

Buzz 
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School Schedule:  There is NO SCHOOL Friday, September 3, 

Monday, September 6th, or Friday, September 10th.  
 

ELC Closed:  The ELC will be closed on Monday, September 6th, for 

the Labor Day holiday. 
 

Campout:  Our annual school campout will be held September 10th-

12th (Friday-Sunday) at the West Arbutus Jackson County Park. All 
school parents and children are invited.  

There will be a potluck supper Saturday evening at 5:00 p.m. and a 
worship service Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. You are invited to come 
for the potluck and worship service even if you are not camping. 

The campground does not take reservations after Labor Day, but there 
should be plenty of room for all. You can pick your site when you come 
out. 

We hope many of you can join us! 

Bean Bag Tournament:  This year we will be including a bean 

bag tournament at the campground on Saturday with a $5 entry fee 
per adult for singles and $10 for adult teams. There will also be a 
children’s singles tournament with a $1 entry fee. Proceeds will go to 
the Living Stones Youth Group. Call the office to register, or just show 
up Saturday around noon to play. 

 
Volleyball Practice:  We have practice tonight, but NO VOLLEYBALL 

PRACTICE NEXT THURSDAY.  
 
Volleyball Games:  We have our first volleyball games at home next 

Tuesday, Sep 7th. We will be playing St. Paul of Menomonie. The B-Team will 
play at 4:00, and the A-Team will play at 5:00. Come and cheer for the 
Hornets!!  
We will be having a concession stand at the games. More volunteers to help 
with that are always welcome. 
 

Late Start Day:  Next Wednesday, September 8th, is a late start day. 

Busses will run two hours late, and school will start at 10:15. BECAUSE OF 
THE LATE START, THERE WILL BE NO 3K/4K NEXT WEDNESDAY.  
Our Early Learning Center will be open from the normal times of 5:45 a.m. to 
5:45 p.m. for childcare. Breakfast will still be available at 7:45 a.m. for 
children in childcare. 
 

  

Upcoming 
Events 

Thursday, Sep 2 
VB Practice 3:30-5:00 

 
Friday, Sep 3 

No School 
 

Sunday, Sep 5 
Worship 9:00 
 

Monday, Sep 6 
Labor Day-NO SCHOOL 
 
ELC CLOSED 
 

Tuesday, Sep 7 
VB Games at Home vs. 
St.Paul  4:00/5:00 
 
Worship 6:00 
 

Wednesday, Sep 8 
Late Start Day-NO 3K/4K 
 
Chapel  10:15 
 
Parents Mtg 6:00 
 

Thursday, Sep 9 
No Volleyball Practice 
 

Friday, Sep 10 
No School 
 

Friday, Sep 10 
School Campout, Hatfield 
 

Saturday, Sep 11 
Campout Pot-luck Supper 
   5:00 
 
Campout Worship 
   6:00 
 

Sunday, Sep 12 
Worship 9:00 
 

Monday, Sep 13 
FB Practice 3:30-5:00 
 
School Board 5:30 
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Flag Football:  Our first flag football 

practices will be held on Monday (9/13) and 
Wednesday (9/15) from 3:30-5:00.  
 
Survey:  Our annual parent survey is available 

for you to fill out online. Please take a few 
moments to fill out the survey, if you haven’t 
already done so. We appreciate your cooperation! 
Once the survey is closed, we will be drawing a 
name to receive a $25 Kwik Trip card. 
The link to the survey is:  Parent Survey 
 
Parent Covenant:  A parent covenant 

was included in your orientation packets. 
Please take a few moments to read through 
this, and then sign it and return it to school. 
Thank you! 
 

Friends of St. John’s:  This is our parent-

teacher group. This organization exists to let 
the parents, teachers, and others from our 
congregation interested in our school 
exchange information regarding the operation 
of our Lutheran elementary school and early 
learning center. The organization also helps 
support the curriculum and extra-curricular 
programs through various fund-raising events. 
There will be three scheduled meetings 
throughout the school year. 
The first Friends of St. John’s meeting will be 
held next Wednesday, September 8th, in the 
school gym starting at 6:00. We will begin with 
a light supper, then have a short devotion and 
our business meeting. 
Amy Schneider has volunteered to serve 
supper. Are there any others who would like to 
help? If you’d be willing to help or would like 
more details, please contact the office. 
 

Fall Dinner:  One of the items of discussion 

at the Friends of St. John’s meeting will be our 
upcoming Fall Dinner (Oct 17). Those parents 
who signed up to help with that are listed 

below. More volunteers are needed and 
welcomed!! 
Fall Dinner Committee: 
Linda Biebert, Jon & Stacy Anding, Jenny 
Shadrick, Mike & Megan Allard, Courtney 
Pierce, Michele Humphreys 
 
Hot Lunch:  Our cook, Mrs. Gaddis, will be 

gone September 20th through 28th. Darla 
Harder at Schmitty’s will be catering lunches 
for us that whole time. Our kitchen aide, Mrs. 
Glassbrenner, will still be coming in to serve 
breakfasts and prepare the extras needed for 
lunch, but she will need some help with 
serving and clean-up. Are there any parents 
who would be able to volunteer for a few 
hours one or two days during that time? We 
will be talking more about this at the Friends 
of St. John’s meeting next Wednesday. If you’d 
like to volunteer, please contact the office. 
Thank you!! 
 
Adult Instruction Class:  We have 

already had some parents express interest in 
adult instruction class. This class is meant not 
only for those who may be interested in 
church membership, but also for those who 
would like to learn more about what our 
church teaches and what your children are 
learning in religion classes at school.  
 
We are making plans to begin class sometime 
in September. If any other parents are still 
interested or would like more information, 
please email us or call the school office and 
we will be happy to assist you. 

 
Bike Trip:  Join us for a ride down the Red 

Cedar State Trail on Saturday, September 18. 
This 14 mile former railroad grade turned bike 
trail goes along the beautiful Red Cedar River 
Valley from Menomonie to the Chippewa 
River. Meet at school at 9:00 am to enjoy time 
with family and friends, fresh air, beautiful 
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scenery, and get some exercise on an easy 
ride as well! 
 
Cost is $5.00 for a State Trail Day Pass (unless 
you already have an annual pass) for those 16 
and over. Under age 16 are free. Any 
interested individuals or families are 
encouraged to contact the school office or 
Henry Berry (715-743-3009) so transportation 
of all bicycles to the trail and back can be 
coordinated. 

 

  
Dempsey Pierce 

The student of the week is Dempsey Pierce. 
Dempsey is in 3rd Grade. She has been a 
wonderful helper in the classroom, sets a good 
example for her fellow classmates, knows and 
follows classroom routines, and is respectful. 

 
Congratulations Dempsey! 
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